
Padre Parents 
November 5, 2015 

 
Present: Stacey Councell, Elissa McLaurin, Sherrill Cruz, Brian Adams, Stephanie Bouc, Murial 
Lin, Lisa Morgan, Heidi Short, Kimberley Whittaker, Susan Abrahams, Manette Rogers, Mary 
Rice, Carolyn Staehle,  
ASB Update: Jess Plink and Regan Chambers talked about the first annual Thirst Project Gala, 
being held next Tuesday, November 10. This is a fundraiser– the money will go specifically to 
help build a well in in Suaziland, Africa. Local restaurants are donating pasta and salad and 
bread. The cost is $25/ per person. This event is just for the students; they are being served by 
the CHS Staff. There is a dance after the dinner. There was discussion about the price and 
whether it’s too high; but this is a fund raiser. And they are doing group discounts.  Should be a 
nice bonding event and hopefully it builds community among the student body.  
 
Principal’s Message – Mr. Lopez 
1) A comprehensive Student Wellness Center is being discussed. The district has had a new 
Admin – Counseling building in the works; now they are trying to incorporate a more 
comprehensive coordinated approach to student mental and physical health by including the 
Student Wellness Center. In SF, they have Student Wellness Centers at many high schools. At 
CHS, we already have social/emotional counselors on campus, and peer to peer-counseling, so 
we already have the components, i.e.: a nurse, school psychologist and a LCSW ~  we just need 
to bring them all together under one roof. This is a fragile time for kids as they transition to 
being young adults and getting ready to go off to college, so we are trying to best meet the needs 
of our students. Will also have some parent outreach i.e.; speaking seminars to raise awareness 
about mental health resources. Goal is that no one falls through the cracks, academically or 
emotionally. Most schools don’t have this, so we are very lucky the CUSD Board is on board. 
2) Currently, CHS participates in ‘ranking’ our students for colleges to use for admission 
purposes. Colleges want high schools to rank students; however, not all high schools do, and 
from a counseling perspective this hurts kids. It’s become a hot topic in recent years.  We have a 
strong academic competitive student body here; we feel the ranking puts many kids in an unfair 
situation. We think there is a negative impact on our kids. We have students with extremely 
competitive applications; we think they should be measured by colleges based on their talents 
and experiences not on an arbitrary ranking system that colleges have. The Board is supportive; 
unfortunately, we missed the deadline to eliminate it this year, but would like to continue the 
conversation with the board and get it changed by next year. We want some consensus from 
parents to agree that it’s the right thing to do. Potential downsides will be considered. Rick 
doesn’t believe there are any downsides. Maybe the top 10% of our students might not think it’s 
fair; but our top students already have the attention of recruiters. 52% of high schools don’t use 
the ranking system. The ranking is somewhat arbitrary ~  Even a 4.2 student might get ranked 
in the third tier and can’t get in to quality schools.  College admission is already arbitrary as it is; 
there are no guarantees. There is no formula to getting in to the school of your choice. By getting 
rid of the ranking system, this may eliminate the stress kids feel at not getting in to the school of 
their choice. Last year, one of our students got in to Stanford, but no UC’s. Another with 
identical grades got in to all the UC’s but not Stanford. Our counselors make site visits to talk w/ 
admissions counselors to get a feel for their admission system, and also to encourage students to 
branch out. So many of our students try to get in to the same schools. Lisa Morgan suggested a 
book, “Where you go is not who you’ll be.” The library has ordered a copy. It’s a great read for 
both parents and students. 



 
College and Career night was a huge success ~ our best one yet.  
 
Reflecting on the Social, emotional, and academic health of our students – we are looking at our 
testing philosophy. It’s getting crazy… already starting in 8th grade to prepare kids for HS 
testing. Considering eliminating augmented grades; AP and honors courses; some schools 
already have. Unfortunately, we have seen recent data that colleges do consider AP/honors 
weighted grades so we don’t want to handicap our students. Conversation to be continued.  
 
Not giving the 10th graders the ACT practice test “Aspire” until Spring due to some conflicts. Also 
a PSAT, which is a Junior level test. Freshmen were also invited to take the test. Giving our 
sophomores the opportunity to sit on the SAT and ACT at a 10th grade level. Trying to give our 
students the opportunity to focus on which test they do best on, so they can really hone in on 
doing their best on one test. By and large, CHS students do best on the ACT. The business of 
college admissions is a racket. There is a difference between what students are learning in class 
vs. what they are tested on.  
Misc: 

• Lisa Morgan ~ School directory is done ~ everyone should have an electronic copy. Hard 
copies are available in the office. 

• Patricia Hunt ~ Thanked Padre Parents for their support of the College and Career night 
diner that PP hosted. Freshmen will be taking the Myer’s Brigg Personality Test next 
week. It gauges what students might be interested in professionally; It’s typically an 
accurate test; we rarely have students say they don’t agree with it.  

• Nov 17 ~  6pm Parent meeting to introduce Naviance to introduce us to how we can log 
in to our student’s accounts.  

• Nov. 20 – Freshmen visit to CSUMB 
 
Superbowl Raffle ~ 
We need to be selling tickets for the raffle, because it is how PP funds the programs we provide 
annually.  

• We are going to sell in front of Macy’s 
• Also going to be hosting a fund raiser at Buffalo Wild Wings – 10% of the evenings 

proceeds Thursday, Nov. 19, from 5-9 goes to PP 
• Tomorrow morning Keller Williams is doing a telethon; offering to buy their clients a 

drink in order to get their clients to purchase tickets. Hoping to raise $75K  
Ways and Means 
Andrea Lewis—working on behalf of AIM for Mental Health. Community walk on Sunday, 
November 15 at Lover’s Point. Kids can earn community service. 1 in 5 children will have some 
spectrum of mental health crisis. Exhibitors will be there, games for kids, hoping for 1000 
people. Very upbeat event. $10/person 
It’s an important community event. They’ve raised $1M in just 18 months to help find cures to 
child mental health disorders 
  


